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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 20th Edition, 1986. Edited by
Georges Peter. Elk Grove Village, IL, American Academy ofPediatrics, 1986. 557 pp.
$25.00.
The Committee on Infectious Diseases of the American Academy of Pediatrics is
responsible for compiling the recommendations of the Academy on the control of
infectious diseases in children. This summary, commonly known among pediatricians
as the Red Book, is published approximately every four to five years. The list of
authors and contributors is impressive, as the Committee has also solicited the advice
of its liaison representatives from the Center for Disease Control, FDA, NIH, and
Canadian Pediatric Society. How such a large anddiverse groupcan cometoconsensus
on recommendations is probably an interesting story in itself. In any case, the book
represents the "best" of accepted practice in pediatric infectious disease through the
end of 1985.
The book is organized by causative organism and includes subsections on clinical
manifestations, etiology, epidemiology, diagnostic tests, treatment, and control mea-
sures. As no single volume, particularly of this breadth, can cover all of these areas
well, the Red Book has both strengths and weaknesses. Its guidelines for immuniza-
tions and control ofinfectious disease in children are its obvious strength, although the
newest developments, such as those with the H. influenza vaccine, are not adequately
explained. As a basis for infectious disease therapy, the book is oflittle practical use for
serious infections.
New sections in this edition include recommendations for control of sexually
transmitted diseases (although how this section was omitted from earlier editions is
remarkable), management ofchildren in day care settings, new recommendations for
prophylaxis ofbacterial endocarditis, and chapters on newly described diseases such as
Lyme disease, toxic shock syndrome, cryptosporidiosis, and delta hepatitis. For the
most part, these sections are well written and helpful, particularly as these subjects
play a more important role in pediatrics. In short, the Red Book-1986 is a
well-summarized guide to ordinary pediatric infectious disease and should continue to
aid as a reference in clinical pediatrics.
HENRY RICE
MedicalStudent
Yale University School o Medicine
MEDICAL ONCOLOGY, AN ADVANCED COURSE. A SELF-ASSESSMENT GUIDE FOR
SUBSPECIALTY BOARD EXAMINATIONS AND PRACTICE. Second Edition. By Joseph G.
Sinkovics. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc. 1986. Two volumes, 2,062 pp. $145.00 the
set.
This is the second edition of this comprehensive, two-volume treatise. When Dr.
Sinkovics, now at the University of South Florida College of Medicine, wrote the first
edition ofthis work in 1979, it was a single volume, approximately one-third the size of
its current two thousand-plus pages. The increase in the size of the text parallels the
increase in research activity and publications by medical oncologists over the past
seven years.
Dr. Sinkovics has written this book expressly to serve the needs of those preparing
for subspecialty certification in medical oncology and related fields. Accordingly, the
work tends to be a comprehensive, rather than an accessible text. The style isBOOK REVIEWS 651
telegraphic rather than elegant, and although there are many tables summarizing the
results ofindividual studies, there are few figures and photographs.
As a single-authored text, this work represents an achievement, as the author has
assembled a large, carefully and completely referenced amount of material for the
reader. The work is divided into twenty chapters in six parts: hematological oncology,
mesenchymal solid tumors, neuroectodermal and neurogenic tumors, carcinomas,
therapy and complications, and self-assessment. The work is well indexed, but
unfortunately the index does not appear at the end ofthe first volume as well as at the
end ofthe second.
The self-assessment section is a unique feature. It comprises almost 1,300 true-false
questions, over 400 multiple-choice questions, and 200 matching problems. The
questions cover a wide range of material, and answers, most accompanied by
references to the literature, are provided.
With its comprehensive scope and wealth of references to the literature, this work
will make an excellent addition to the library of medical oncologists, both those in
practice and those in training. However, the lack of accessibility of the work does not
make it the ideal oncology text for the non-specialist.
SETH A. ROSENTHAL
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
CORONARY ARTERY SPASM. PATHOPHYSIOLOGY, DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT. Ed-
ited by C. Richard Conti. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1986. 347 pp. $59.75.
The concept of coronary artery spasm as a possible cause of angina has been the
subject of controversy for over a century. Popularity of the theory has waxed and
waned several times over the years, finally becoming an accepted entity after
Prinzmetal and his colleagues described "variant angina" in 1959. Subsequent
progress toward a better understanding of the phenomenon of coronary artery spasm
has been extraordinarily rapid with the introduction ofselective coronary angiography
and various provocative tests. For a comprehensive survey ofthis concept, it would be
useful to have a book which includes meaningful discussions of morphological and
clinical considerations, as well as pharmacological and surgical treatment options.
Coronary Artery Spasm does a commendable job in satisfying this need by
reappraising the whole subject. This neatly printed hardcover constitutes Volume 6 in
a series of monographs entitled "Basic and Clinical Cardiology." This particular
volume, edited by C. Richard Conti, contains 22 chapters, each written by a different
guest contributor. As may be expected from any multi-authored text, thequality, style,
and level of probing discourse vary markedly from chapter to chapter. All of the
authors do a good job of adequately referencing their statements, however, making it
easy for an interested reader toexplore further many ofthe topics discussed. The list of
the topics covered under the general heading of Coronary Artery Spasm is fairly
comprehensive. Beginning with definitions and history, the text progresses through
etiology, pathophysiology, provocative tests, and significance of the phenomenon and
concludes with various therapeutic and surgical approaches.
Although the text has a copyright notice of 1986, the material is already dated;
indeed, many ofthe chapters refer to articles published no later than 1983. In a subject
as dynamic as this one, subsequent and current concepts in the understanding of
coronary artery spasm are not reflected here. For instance, one chapter dealing with